
Chapter One:
Just the FAQs on Digital Pianos

What, exactly, IS a digital piano? . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

How is a digital piano different than a
regular piano or a portable keyboard? . . . . . . . . 3

Is a digital piano a
“serious musical instrument?” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Why do so many people buy digital pianos? . . . . . 4

Which instrument is better for learning to play—
a regular piano or a digital piano?. . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Which instrument is better for a child—a regular
piano or a digital piano? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Which instrument is better for family fun and
enjoyment of music?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

How much should I pay
for my instrument? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Where should I buy a digital piano—at a
dealership, a discount store,
or on the Internet? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

Which features are important and valuable
and which are not? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

How can I tell if I’m getting a good deal? . . . . . . 6

Should I buy new or used?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

Should I buy software?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Do I have to read the owner’s manual?. . . . . . . . 7

Can I harm or erase anything
while I am learning? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Do I have to learn to read music? . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Where do I buy sheet music for my digital?. . . . . 7

Do I need a teacher? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

Chapter Two:
The Sounds: Choosing Them and Using Them

Why so many sounds? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

How a digital makes super-realistic sounds . . . . . 9

“Splits” and “Layers”—
What they are and what they’re for . . . . . . . . . . 10

Choosing the proper sound
for any occasion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

Finding your favorites: Demo Function . . . . . . . 13

Saving your choices: Registration Memory . . . . 14

One button does it ALL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

What the heck is Reverb, DSP, etc
and should I care? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

Adapting piano music to the digital piano . . . . . 15

Chapter Three:
The Band Joins In—Using Automatic Accompaniment

Me? An arranger?
An overview of using Auto-accompaniment . . . . 17

Your choice: Auto-accompaniment (left hand chords)
or traditional piano approach. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

What is a “Fake Book”
and how is it used? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

What is a “Style”?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23

Choosing the proper style for any occasion . . . . 23

Chords—the magic ingredient . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

How to “fancy-up” a tune. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25

Saving your choices (and your sanity) . . . . . . . . 25

Why “Single Finger Mode”
ends up in disaster . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26

Chapter Four:
Learning Strategies for the Digital

Disclaimer: Beginners still need a teacher . . . . . 27

Recording your practices . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27

Tempo: The “slow way” is the fastest. . . . . . . . . 29

The metronome: Satan’s ticker . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

Composition & improvisation on the digital . . . . 30

2

How to Buy, Play, and Enjoy a Digital Piano
Table of Contents




